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About Us

The Civil Society in the Penal System Association (CISST) was established in 2006, with a view Lo protect the rights and
freedoms of the prisoners in prisons, which are among the riskiest places in terms of human rights violations, and to ensure
the compliance of the prisons with international human rights standards and human dignity in terms of rights, conditions and

practices.
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Our Vision

Our vision is to make Turkey a country where all hu-

man rights, in particular prisoners’ rights’

, are imple-

mented and guaranteed, and where prison conditions
and prisoners’ rights are compatible with human

rights and universal values.

Our Mission

Our mission is to carry out monitoring, evaluation
and advocacy activities for establishing the prisoners’
rights in Turkey, For defining the prisoners as rights
holders and for improving prison conditions.

Qur Principles

CISST is a rights-based, non-governmental organisa-

tion that organises all its institutional processes and
activities around the values stated below:

t builds all its activities on human rights and hu
man dignity, and aims to cuntrlbutetu rights-based
struggles.

targues that human rights are helistic, and it does
not hierarchise between the rights.

t acknowledges that the problems related to the
penal system are the problems of soclety and be-

lieves I:hal: society should assume re sp::n:u‘tslI::ulll::pl For
this matter.

It O pOses Le COOnGg -_!';:_l i

sbjectification af the

prisoners solely as “criminals’, and recognizes
them as rights holders.

E rejecks all kinds of violence and discrimination
It opposes all kinds of d|5crlmrnatﬂry approaches,
discourses, policies and practices in the context of
gender, religion, language, race, age, ethnicity, sex-
ual orientation and gender identity.

! https: feisst.arg.triFaalivetlerimizfsozluk)
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al and inclusive. It does not take sides
either when l:fEtEiI‘ITIInII‘Ig its partners in its activi-
ties and dealing with prisoner groups or during its

activities.

It is impart

PRSI IE 1 WS gy
of solidarity inside and outside the association, Ik
respects different groups, organisations and indi-
viduals with regard to diversity, labour, experience,
knowledge and ideas. In this context, it has an atti-
tude open to change and cooperation.

It adopts an appraach co

It shares its activities with the
public by means of reports and outputs,

IC 15 fransparent

It is internationalist. It believes in the need to con-
duct international activities and it carries out and
supporks international activities.

aemocracy. Ik sug

portsthe democratic and transparent implementa

team, and it imple-
ments democratic discussion and decision-making
processes.

iibiae within Fhe
FEFEs WL |

It adopts the principles of respansibility witl
It is mindful that its
activities do not have negative effects on prisoners.
It does not expose the privacy of prisoners when
sharing its reporks on findings with the public.

It s Independent, It does not develop any relation-
ships that damage its independence with the state
or with any funding organisation. It rejects the in-
tervention of the organisations that support its ac-
kivities in the contents and outputs of its activities.

-t Although CISST does not car-
ry out any activities I'_hat have direct environmental
consequences with regard to its main field of work,
it is aware of the environmental context of its ac-

It s &nvironment

tivities.
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CISST Theory of Change

The prisoners constitute one of the "most vulnerable”
groups with regard to access to Fundamental rights
and freedoms; because the prisons, which are places
designed For executing the sentence of deprivation of
liberty, bring with them the suffering from a multi-lay-
ered deprivation depending on the conditions of the
relevant country. In this sense, the prisoners in Turk-
ish prisons not only have to live Far below the coun-
try's already rather low "minimum living standards”,
but also suffer from deprivation in terms of visibility
of their problems and "having a voice”. In this context,
making the problems of the prisons and prisoners vis-
ible and strengthening the ties of prisoners, who are
the rights holders, with their own rights, are integral
parts of CISST's theory of change. The prisoners, whose
knowledge and awareness about their rights increase,
are empowered to claim their rights and use the nec-
essary mechanisms with the support of CISST and the
civil actors.

Furthermore, CISST is aware of the risk of prisons -
which are confined spaces - in terms of human rights
violations, since the prisons are isolated from the soci-
ety in-every sense. These violations sometimes contin-
ue successively until they reach the level of violation
of the right to life, and cannot be communicated to
the “outside world”, In this context, CISST aims to form

s

public epinion by raising public awareness and sensitiv-
ity by means of effective advocacy activities. In addi-
tion, as an organisation that communicates with all the
political and judicial prisoners in Turkey, CISST aims to
increase the engagement and capacity of all the civil
actors in this feld (including itself).

The prisoners represent a vulnerable group with re-
gard to access to and demand for rights, also due to
the prejudices against them in the society. Meverthe-
less, it is rather important that numerous stakeholders
{public institutions, political parties, MPs, press out-
lets, non-governmental organisations, etc.) carry out
simultaneous and harmonious efforts in order to make
the conditions of Turkish prisons compatible with uni-
versal values and standards in the context of human
rights, Therefore, CISST aims to positively change the
approaches and attitudes of other actors in the field
with respect to prisoners’ rights, and to ensure their
sensitivity to rights violations.

Consequently, CISST builds all its activities around en-
suring these fundamental changes. CISST believes that
the conditions of Turkish prisons will improve and the
prisoners’ access to their rights will increase through
the implementation of these medium- and long-term

changes.
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CISST From Past to Present

2016

“There is a Teen in Jail*
Dmcumentary

2013

Translation of United
MNations Criminal Justice
Handbooks

Being a Prisoner in Turkey - 1
Conference

Being a Prisoner in Turkey - 2
Conference

2007 2015
Penal System Launch of thematic area blogs
and Civil Society Prisoner Rights Handbook |
Gamvrence We Want Free Pads in Prisons ﬂ
2009 Campaign
Creating thematic Conference on Being Disabled,
areas Foreign, LGETI in Prison



2018
Launch of Prisaner
Helpline
Alternatives to
Incarceration Conference
“What We Don't Know
About Prisons” Short Film

2017 2020
Establishment of Prison Studies Free Cleaning Kit in
Library Prisons Campaign
Launch of Application Guide Publication of the CIisSS]
Website 2020-20232 Strategic Plan

‘A Patient Prisoner Tells" Short
Film
"Leave:Me Not® | GET|4 Prisoners
Exkibitian
Establishment of Volunteer
Lawyers Network

ACTIVITY REPCRT 2022

2022

Translation of
Council of Europe
Annual Penal
Statistics (SPACE)

CISST Annual Prisons
Report begins to be
published
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HOW MANY PRISONERS
DID WE CONTACT 5
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CISST Support Center aims to
inform the prisoners and their kin
about their rights and the legal
remedy mechanisms to claim these

1'ights.

In this context, in order to strengthen the rights struggle of the prisoners and
their kin, CISST informs the prisoners and their kin, makes applications with
them or on their behalf, and provides support in accessing the application
mechanisms.

The activities carried out under the Support Center are: Prisoner Helpline, corre-
spondence activities, providing counselling services to prisoners’ kin by means
of meetings in person or by e-mail, Facilitating the applications, providing access
to Prisoner Rights Handbook and My Rights Application Guide, lawyer visits,
and Application Guide.

'y




Prisoner Helpline

CISST Prisoner Helpline is a phone line created to pro-
vide support and information for prisoners or their kin
who want to get information about prisoner rights,
whao think that their rights or the rights of their kin
in prison have been violated, and who have questions
or problems about the penal system. CISST Prisoner
Helpline is a trilingual line serving in Turkish, Kurdish
and English between 10:30-18:00 on weekdays.

The allegations of rights violations, communicated
by prisoners and their kin who called CISST Helpline,
are transferred to the relevant institutions within the
frame of their requests, and when necessary, these re-
quests are followed up by the relevant CISST Thematic
Area Representative and Support Centre Coordinator.

In 2022, the telephone number of Prisoner Helpline
changed due to the relocation of our association.

Correspondence Activities

Correspondence is virtually the anly way for the pris-
oners held in closed prisons in Turkey to communicate
with people other than their kin. In this context, CISST
also corresponds with prisoners in order to communi-
cate with all the prisoners held in open and closed pris-
ons in Turkey, and to monitor the prison conditions.

In 2022, we corresponded with 1427 prisoners held
in 222 different prisons in 66 different provinces of
Turkey. Throughout the year, we received 1842 letters
from the prisoners, and we sent 1781 letters to them.

ACTIVITY REPORT 2022

PRISONER

HELPLINE
0216 450 50 04

Throughout the year, CISST promulgated the new
phone number of Prisoner Helpline by advertising in
newspapers and social media platforms, and by using
its own communication networks. The prisoners con-
tacted by CISST also made significant contributions to
promulgate the new number of Prisoner Helpline in
prisons.

In 2022, CISST provided support and/or counselling for
471 times in total to 260 different prisoners and their
kin and 5 researchers and representatives of institu-
tions who called the Prisoner Helpline.

Number of Prisoners

Letters Sent

Letters Received

1842
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Positive Feedback Received from the Prisoners in 2022

Referred hisfhear friends 45
Stated that s/he did not feel alone thanks to CISST 238
Stated that s/he learmed his/er rights from CISST publications 62
Learned the application mechanisms from CISST publications 36
Learned how to apply fram CISST publications 30
Asked us 1o send CISST publications ta hisfher friends 5
Asked us to send CISST publications 93
Shared CISST publications with hisfher ward mates 5
Prayed 272
Stated that CISST was the only institution that supported him/her 128
Thanked B73
TOTAL 1787
Lawyer Visits Applications and Counselling

The lawyer visits both allow the prisoners to convey
their problems and complaints that they could not con-
vey through letters and helpline, and constitute one of
the monitoring tools of CISST. The Volunteer Lawyer
Network within CISST's structure serves to meet the
lawyer visit requests submitted to CISST by means of
letters and the Prisoner Helpline, reports these visits
and shares them with CISST.

In 2022, 7 lawyers met with 56 different prisoners in
26 different prisons during 31 lawyer visits. Also in
2022, we organised a workshop on the course of the re-
guests and suggestions received from the members of
our Volunteer Lawyer Network and called For the par-
ticipation of all bar associations in Turkey. During this
workshop, we provided informaticn on rights-based
monitoring and approaches to prisoners with special
needs, and training on the amendments in the law on
criminal execution.

55 lawyers from various bar associations in Turkey par-
ticipated in our workshop. Some of the lawyers who
participated in our workshop also joined our Volunteer
Lawyer Metwork thereafter.

Support for Applications

CISST records in its database the complaints conveyed
by the prisoners and their kin about the problems or
rights viclations through letters, helpline, and lawyer
visits carried out in necessary cases,

In this process, one-to-one communication is main-
tained with the prisoners and their kin in erder toelimi-
nate the rights violations and te improve the conditions
of the prisoner, and the relevant cases are followed up
until the vielation For which the application was made
is eliminated, In addition, CISST shares with the public
the human rights applications made to the relevantin-
stitutions and the responses to these applications in
the Monitoring Boards Report published annually.

Throughout 2022, 3327 human rights applications were
made to 17 different institutions on the course of the
complaints and requests received from the prisoners.



Type of Institution Number of Applications
Ministry of Justice 406
Bar Associations 4
United Nations 1

Embassy / Consulate 13
Prison Monitoring Board 408
Presidential Communication Centre 366
General Directorate of Prisons and Detention Houses 404
FPublic Prosecutor’s Office 1

Other Ministries 7
Provincial / District Human Rights Boards 400
Ombudsmanship 2
Human Rights Investigation Commission of Grand Assembly 387
Chamber of Physicians: 1

Turkish Medical Association 4
Grand National Assembly of Turkey

Human Rights and Equality Institution of Turkey 16

ACTIVITY REPCRT 2022

Total

2421
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Forwarding Sources and
Information Notes to Prisoners

CISST experts provide informative sources to the pris-
oners they are in contact with about their rights and
complaints. These resources contain practical infor-
mation about prisoners’ rights, access to legal reme-
dy mechanisms and the execution process, which are
considered to be useful For the prisoners to know. In
addition to publications such as Prisoner Rights Hand-
book, My Rights Application Guide and Rights Hand-

knowledge and awareness of the prisoners regarding
their own rights, the CISST publications prepared for
the prisoners with special needs, the infarmation notes
and the precedents are also shared with the relevant
prisoner groups. Thus, it is aimed to empower the pris-
oners to become rights holders who know their rights
and who can use the necessary mechanisms when
these rights are violated.

book For Foreign Prisoners, which aim to increase the
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m Positive feedback about Prisoner Rights Handbook.

I always cared about informing the newcomer prisoners about thefr rights and raising their owareness about this matter, and | tried to
lighten the burden of the institution. Your "Prisoner Rights Handbook ™ was very helpful to the people in need about this matter, Thanks
to the books you published, sometimes even | notice the deficiencies of the infarmation | obtained from lawyer friends or by hearsay, and
access full and correct infarmation. As vou alse know. it is very important for the people to live conscious af their rights, either inside or
outside the prison. This is twice as important inside the prison, because the opportunities for communication with the outside world are
nearly "ZERO". Unfortunotely, people are aggrieved due to the lack of owareness-consciousness regording rights. Therefare, your services
and sharing are very important and valueble for the people in prisons. One day, every person in prison will get back into society and will
become o part of society. | belfeve that the less an individual wears offF in prison, the less he wears off in society. In my personal opinfon, it
is important to convey your books to more prisoners; these books even should be fived assets in every ward of the prison; thus, the duties
of all prison authorities and personnel will be facilitated. If { could help or serve you in any way in conveying your books Lo more prisoners,
! would love to do so. Regarding this matter, | can send vou addresses; or if you can send me the extra books you want to give, | can hand
them out to many acquaintance prisoners or send them via post. | will be happy to add a small effort to your extensive efforts and work.
Irs Ehis way, { may have the chance to fulfil my duty of loyalty to humanity and to you, even f just a bit. So, if there {5 anything ! can do for
vou, efther inside or outside, please share.”

:-;'|
|
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In 2022, 90 prisoners we contacted asked us to send our
publications to them, 5 prisoners asked us to send our pub-
lications to their friends, and 5 priscners noted that they
shared our publications with their ward mates. In addition,
59 prisoners informed our association that they learned
about their rights from CISST publications, and 34 prison-
ers noted that they learned about application mechanisms
from CISST publications in 2022.

_L&LLLLJM ——ILLQ——M——SHJ—LQ—:LMLC—EAM
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m Positive feedback about CiSST publications.

“Thank you very much for replping to my febter. The work you carry out is very nice and significant for the prisoners. Believe me thot it is
very pleasing and guiding, vou are helping to some extent.

| received the Prisoner Rights Handbaok, My Rights Application Guide, Ehe requlotions, and Being Aggravated Life Prisoner Ehat you sent
me. Thank you very much, | am grateful. I am very pleased with your work, All the problems are mentioned in the books, but we go nowhere
[fast. | was informed about some matters.”
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Application Guide

The Application Guide was created in order to Facili-
tate the access of prisoners - who were released and/
or whose execution processes currently continue - and
their kin to the address, telephone, Fax and similar in-
formation of the Public Institutions, Non-Governmen-
tal Organisations and Professional Chambers to which
they can apply when they want to convey their cormn-
plaints to the relevant institutions. In addition to the

contact information of the institutions, it also serves as
a guide with a Q&A section that provides information
about which institutions should be applied to in differ-
enk situations.

The Application Guide contains the contact informa-
tion of 1903 different public institutions and NGOs in
total, and it was viewed 2573 times in 2022,




Thematic Areas

« CHILDREN?
In 2022, in the thematic area of Children
_in Prison, we carried out various activities
to draw attention to the relations of the
imprisoned children with the outside
world, and the non-standardised
detention conditions due to different practices in
different prisons, In addition, we conducted advocacy
activities on the problems caused by the subjection of
young people, who were imprisoned for the crimes
allegedly committed as children, to the adult penal
system after they turn 18, and thus on the lack of
regulations regarding the youth penal system. As
COVID-19 leave continued throughout 2022, the
sentenced children in educational centres were on
leave, Therefore, our activities focused on the children
held as "prisoners on remand” in juvenile and youth
closed penal institutions or in juvenile wards of adult
closed prisons.

Our application te the Ombudsmanship in 2021,
regarding the deficiencies in legislation that
prevented the children - who were imprisoned as
children and turned 18 in prison - from enjoying the
relatively advantageous penal conditions provided
by the juvenile criminal justice system, came to a
conclusion in 2022. The Ombudsmanship decided to
make recommendations to the Ministry of Justice for

CTIVITY REPORT 2022

P

the improvement of the penal system For children,
and to the Minisktry of Family and Social Services for
ensuring the effective maintenance of the activities
continued in coordination with relevant institutions
and organisations.

Our advocacy activities throughout this year focused
on the inequality that arises due to the Fact that the
detention conditions of juvenile prisoners in adult
prisons are different from those of the juvenile
prisoners in juvenile prisons. These children were the
boys held in juvenile wards in adult prisons, the girls
held in women's prisons, and the children held singly or
as groups of two/three in observation rooms at these
prisons with the decision of the administration. On
the other hand, in order to contribute to the periedic
review of the United Mations Committee on the Rights
of the Child, we shared a supplementary report with
the United MNations Committee on the Rights of the
Child in Geneva covering the general imprisonment
conditions of juvenile prisoners and the suggestions
for improving these conditions.* Furthermore, in
order to develop international cooperation, we shared
information with Young in Prison (Young Perspective),
a non-governmental organisation that we visited
in Amsterdam, about the detention conditions of
juvenile prisoners in Turkey and in the Netherlands.

“The data on the Children in Prison Thematic &rea includes data pertaining to the juvenile and young adult prisoners, with whom we contacted for the First time

while they were in prison due to conflicEng with law under the age of 18,

! httpsy/fcisst.org.trfraporlar/cocuk-mahpustar-tutulma-sartlarive-infaz-usulleri-2f Accessed on: 03.03.2023
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As the result of our monitoring activities, we organized
a workshop with the broad participation of lawyers
from various bar associations and non-governmental
organisations, as an initial step for the elimination of
the deficiencies in legislation and practice regarding
children's access to their lawyers, During the interviews
we made with the press, we discussed the detention
conditions the children between the ages of 0-6, who
are detained in prisons with their mothers, and of the
children between the ages of 12-18, who are detained
due to their own cases, and tried to develop policies
for the lawmakers and enforcers to work in this field.
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AL the voluntary lawyer visits to CiSST expert made the neces-
a girl who was arrested while in sary applications and the nec-
institutional care, it was found essary contacts For this girl to
out that the child allowance paid access her allowance.

to her while she was at the insti-
tution was not transferred to her
prison account, and therefore
she could not meet most of her
needs due to lack of income, The

& DUNY A

GUNU PANELI

As the result of these applica-
tions, the allowance that had
to be paid to the imprisoned
girl was transferred to her pris-
on account,



+ WOMEN

In 2022, the issues that affected the wom-
en prisaners the most were the economic
crisis and women's impoverishment. We
made applications to human rights insti-

tutions concerning the applications we
received on these issues, and Followed up on these ap-
plicaticns. We carried out monitering visits regarding
the special needs and conditions of women prisoners
by means of the lawyers we referred from our volun-
teer lawyer network. We prepared interviews, news
and articles to inform the public. In these articles, we
addressed the matters such as the economic conditions
arising Ffrom being a woman in prison, the work condi-
tions, and the reflection of the warsening economic
crisis on prisons. We contributed to the 13th issue of
the KESK Women's Journal published by the Confed-
eration of Public Employees’ Trade Unions (KESK) with
the article Working Women in Prison.”

In addition, as we do every year, we tried to raise public
awareness concerning the condition of women prison-
ers, with the news files we commissioned with a view
to eliminate the viclations due to failing to meet the
women prisoners’ needs arising from being women,
and with the social media posts we shared on special
days.

Hapishanede Calisan
Kadinlar

GUNDEM

(LFp b
Thage ARy

CASET Mopiste Koden Tematik Rlon Temsilos

PORT 2022

After two years of interruption due to the pandem-
ic, we held this year's workshop in person with more
than 20 participants, with participation from other
cities. The topic of our workshop was determined as
the impoverishment of women prisoners. After the
presentation of Deep Poverty Network on women's
impaverishment, we discussed the impoverishment
of women in prisons. We carried out group works with
the participants, in which each group addressed a topic
and shared the discussion outputs. We decided to hold
meetings on including the women prisoners in the free
pad activities, which are an the agenda of the women's
movement in Turkey.

We improved our relations with the institutions work-
ing in the Fields of women and/or prisons and carrying
out intersecting activities, and we participated in the
activities organised by these institutions. We contrib-
uted ko these activities on issues such as violations ex-
perienced by women in prisons, prevention of violence
against women, and access to free pads. One of these
activities was the "Meeting with Non-Governmental
Organisations on the Access of Disadvantaged Wom-
en to Justice”, organised by the Council of Europe on
Movember 25th. During this meeting, women's access
to justice was addressed in the context of empowering
Roma women, and CISST drew attention to the empow-
erment of Roma women in prisons.

Number of Prisoners

Letters Sent

Letters Received 91

Human Rights ﬁpplicatinné

Positive Feedback

* https:/fcisst.org.tr/raporlantocok-mah pusiartutuimassartlari-ve-infaz-usuileri-2f Accessed on: 03.03.2023
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mm Example of Positive Feedback.

“Thank you very much for the applications you mode for us. You progesed to submit a guestion to the Parlioment, { am glodly accepting if it
will be helpful for our release ond it will make our aggrievance feard. | thank vou very much for vour interest and care.”

« LGBTIi+

In 2022, the conditions that maost pro-
Foundly affected the LGBTH+ prisoners
were the rights violations caused by the
impoverishment in prisons due to in-
creasing inflation and the economic crisis.
CissT's LGBTI+ in Prison thematic area
participated in various panels, webinars, workshops and
meetings throughout 2022 to draw attention to these
problems. We contributed to the news about this issue
together with the press, and wrote columns, Qur narra-
tions on the impoverishment of LGBTI+ prisoners were
also included in the publication “From Discrimination to
Poverty: LGBTI+ Individuals in Turkey” compiled by 17
May Association. We made applications for the elimina-
tion of rights violations reported to CISST by LGBTI+ pris-
oners, and we shared these applications with the press
within ethical limits in order to bring them forward when

necessary.

As we do every year, we tried to raise awareness about
the special needs and changing conditions of LGBTI+ pris-
oners also this year. For this purpose, we carried out mon-
itoring visits to LGBTI+ prisoners through our volunteer
lawyer network and reported their detention conditions.
In 2022, LGBTI+ in Prison Thematic Area also contributed
to the publications of LGBTI+ self-organisations that con-
tain information for and needed by prisoners, and to the
development of dialogue between the prisoners and the
civil actors in the field. With the written notice prepared

by LGBTI+ in Prison and Social Policy, Gender Identity and
Sexual Orientation Researches Association (SPoD), we ap-
plied for the second time to the Committee of Ministers
of Council of Europe on September 16th, 2022 regarding
the execution process of the judgement in X v. Turkey
(24626/09) case.s

Furthermore, within the scope of the 30th LGBTI+ Istan-
bul Pride Week, which was one of the Pride Month activ-
ities in June, we organised a panel on LGBTI+ prisoners
with LISTAG, The LGBTI+ prisoners workshop, which could
not be held in person due to the pandemic, was held in
person this year after a 2 years break, with more than 20
participants including NGOs and civil actors From differ-
ent cities.

Number of Prisoners
Letters Sent
Letters Received

Human Flighfs Applications

Positive Feedback

* htkps:/fsearch.coeint/om/Pages/result_details.aspr?Objectid=05900001680a584ca Accessed on- 03.03.2023



Example of a Positively Concluded Case

An LGBTI+ prisoner applied to
our association and stated that
he made his living by producing
and selling beadwork, that he
had no other means of livelihood
in prison, but that he could not
supply products since he was not
allowed to receive shipments
and therefore was not able to
purchase any product sold in
prison, and he asked CISST to
make an application to resolve
this violation.

Panel: LGBTi+ Mahpuslar

The CISST expert conveyed the
prisoner's complaints and re-
guests by means of the appli-
cations made to the monitoring
boards and public institutions
that have on-site monitoring au-
tharity in prisans, and demand-
ed the removal of the practice
that restricted the prisoner's
freedom of expression.

PORT 2022

Upaon these applications, the
Prison Monitoring Board car-
ried out on-site monitoring, in-
terviewed the prisoner, and re-
ported his situation. After the
menitering visit, the prisoner
was allowed to receive ship-
ments and regained his means
of livelihood.

Nasil "Direniyor"?
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* HEALTH

Throughout 2022, Health in Prison
Thematic Area carried out monitor-

e e

\ ing and advocacy activities concern-
ing the prisoners’ access to health,
and contacted and established new
collaborations with other non-governmental organ-
isations, professional chambers and civil actors work-
ing in this Field. We commissioned news articles and
made various press statements in order to raise public
awareness concerning the prisoners’ right to access to
health. Furthermore, we participated as speakers in
panels and seminars concerning health in prisons and
provided training courses for universities and stake-
holder non-governmental organisations.

In 2022, the requests of the prisoners who applied to
the Health in Prison Thematic Area Focused on access
to hospital, treatment, medication and food, and stay
of execution. As it was mentioned in the complaints
we received that the current prison conditions exac-
erbated the health conditions of sick prisoners, our
applications were mostly made on the course of these
requests. In 2022, we observed that the prisoners’ re-
quests for transfer to hospitals and treatment were
met more frequently and the number of on-site in-
spections by Prison Monitoring Boards increased upon
our applications regarding rights violations in prisons.
Furthermore, in 2022, many prisoners to whom we
sent CISST publications and information notes men-
tioned that they learned about their rights and applica-
tion mechanisms, and recommended us to their prison
mates.

In 2022, we held the Sick Prisoners Workshop - which
we had carried out online For the last 2 years due to
the pandemic - in person with the participation of den-
tists, physicians, journalists, psychologists, lawyers, the
non-governmental organisations working in the field
and healthcare professionals from provincial health di-
rectorates. Thanks to our Sick Prisoners Workshop, we
had the opportunity both to revitalise our old collab-
orations and to build new ones. One of the most im-

portant outputs of the workshop was starting to work
with dentists concerning the oral and dental health of
the prisoners.

Health in Prison Thematic Area came together with
istanbul Bilgi University, Altinbas University, Trauma
and Healing Association, Human Rights Foundation of
Turkey, Human Rights Association, Romani Godi Asso-
ciation, Istanbul Chamber of Dentists, Bar Associations,
and various associations and initiatives established
by prisoners' kin at various panels and seminars, and
provided training courses and consultancy to some of
these institutions.

Number of Prisoners 179
Letters Sent 207
Letters Received 287
Human Rights Applications
Cases 434
Positive Feedback 46
Fat BENGLIEH
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‘Hapishanelerde Saghk VeTeéa .
Hakkina Erisim

Hapiste Saghik Tematik Alan Temsilcisi

Helin Akyol

Example of a Positively Concluded Case

The Family of a sick and elderly
prisoner conkacted our associa-
tion by means of Prisoner Help-
line. They requested that the
prisoner be released since he is
not able to stay in prison, that he
be trangi’erred to a prison close
to the province where his Family
resides and where he can access
regular treatment wuntil he is
released, and that he be trans-
ferred from the prison he is cur-
rently held to a hospital until he is
transferred.

A lawyer from the Volunteer
Lawyer Network visited the pris-

oner and requested an urgent

transfer to a hospital for the
prisoner, who he observed to be
in a health condition that did not
allow him to stay in prison, and
contacted the bar association
and advised them to visit the
prisoner. In additien, legal sup-
port was provided to the pris-
‘oner's lawyer and Family for his
release due to illness.

Upon the application of our vol-
unteer lawyer, the bar assocdi-
ation carried out a monitoring
visit with a delegation of 5 per-
sons. Upon both CISST's applica-
tions and the applications of the
bar association for the urgent
transfer of the prisoner to a hos-
pital, the prisoner was urgently
transferred to a hospital on the
same day. In the following days,
the prisoner was released since
he would not be able to main-
tain himself alone in prison.
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Students in Prison Thematic Area pro-

' [ ‘ 3, mulgated the book 'Being a Student

| - Prisoner in Turkey' that we published

“1 ' ' in 2021, and also monitored and repor-

ted throughout the year the problems

experienced by student prisoners, In 2022, one of the

common problems experienced by prisoners in acces-

sing their rights to education was access to educational

materials. Another problem was the problem of access

to right to education experienced by the student priso-

ners who had closed prison status but stayed in open
prisons due to the pandemic.

Upon the applications we received, we made applicati-
ons to human rights institutions, applied for infarma-
tion, carried out monitoring visits in prisons, met with
the prisoners and the administrations, and shared the
outputs with the public. In addition, we worked to raise
awareness that everyone who wants to enjoy the right
to education in prisons is also a student regardless of
their age.

As the Right to Education in Prison Thematic Area, we
organised our 2022 workshop in the Form of a focus
group workshop by issuing a call to Egitim-Sen branc-
hes, During this workshop, we decided to carry out a
campaign concerning the access of student prisoners
to educational materials. We carried ouk activities re-
lated to this field, such as prison monitoring visits, cor-
respondence, determination of viclations, applications
to human rights organisations, and reporting the news.

Cezaevlerinde 39 bin 519 égrenci mahpus:
Egitim hakk ihlal ediliyor

Vapstbatima T1 Wope T 101 | Fifioellenel 17 M 00 1250
Ui F =

r onbo Ark Gercek concerning the right to
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TSN Example of Positive Feedback:

"How are yvou? | hope you are fine and heafthy. | was very happy that you received my letter and replied to ft. Thank vou very much for in-
farming me about my rights and sending the addresses of the public institutions and non-gevernmental organization to which I can apply.
| applied ko the necessary places for the ¥KS books you gaove earlier; and with the contribution of the books you sent, | scored 375 points in
the university examination and | qualified for education. | thank you very much for the books you sent.”

Throughout 2022, Disabled in Prison

=4 L. Thematic Area carried out monitoring

4 and advocacy activities concerning the

accessibility of prisons with respect to

disabled persons, developed dialogues

with other non-governmental organisations, profes-

sional chambers and civil actors working in this field,

and commissioned news in arder to raise public aware-

ness concerning the rights of the disabled prisoners.

In addition, we participated in or spoke at panels and

seminars on disability, and shared our information on

the detention conditions and needs of prisaners with

disabilities with our stakeholders. At these events, we

had the opportunity to establish new collaborations
and Form new activities,

In 2022, prisoners with disabilities were one of the
prisoner groups that were affected the most by the
increasing inflation and economic crisis. The lack of ap-
portunities such as workshops and employment in pris-
ons for people with disabilities, and various challenges
in accessing the disability pension, have exacerbated
the poverty of prisoners with disabilities. We Forward-
ed infermation notes and precedents to numerous pris-
oners who did not have access to disability pensions,
and thus many prisoners resubmitted their applications
with these documents and began to collect disability
pensions.
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Furthermore, in 2022, we provided consultancy to and
collaborated with many organisations working in dif-
ferent Fields of disability on the accessibility of prisons
for people with disabilities. In addition, we strength-
ened our communication with non-governmental or-
ganisations carrying out rights-based activities and with
self-organisations and bar associations carrying out
needs- or aid-based activities.

We established dialogues with and provided consultan-
oy services bo various skructures working in the fields of
disability or prisons, such as the Association of Women
with Disabilities, Association of Families and Kins of the
Hearing Impaired, Association of Unimpeded Compo-
nents, Association for the Rights of the Sick and Disa-
bled and Their Families, Association of Hearing Impaired

and Their Families, Romani Godi Association, Trauma
and Healing Association, Bogazigi University-BUSOS-Kol
Digmeleri, and provided information concerning pris-
oners with disabilities at various activities.

Example of a Positively Concluded Case

A disabled prisoner contacted our
association and stated that he had
multiple and chronic ailments, that
he had been applying for transfer
to a hospital to get a disability re-
port for years but he had not been
transferred, that he could not get
a disability pension without a dis-
ability report, that he had great
difficulties in maintaining his life in
prison since he had no income, and
asked us to support him in these
matters.

The CISST expert conveyed the
requests of the prisoner to the
relevant institutions through
applications, and demanded
that the prisoner be transferred
to a hospital as soon as possible
to eliminate the rights violation
he experienced.

Upon our applications, the pris-
oner, who had not been trans-
ferred to a hospital for 5 years,
was urgently transferred to a
general hospital, he was ex-
amined by medical specialists
from 14 different branches,
and he was issued a disability
report. The prisoner, who now
had a disability report, applied
for the allocation of a disability
pension, and accessed his disa-
bility pension in a short time.



* AGGRAVATED LIFE SENTENCE

In 2022, Aggravated Life in Prison The-
* matic Area carried out various activities
in order to draw attention to the isola-
tion conditions, economic problems, ri-

ghts violations, and relations with the
outside world of the aggravated life prisoners, In addi-
tion, we drew attention to the problems to be caused
by the physical characteristics of §, Y and High Security
prisons, which were opened in 2022 and where mostly
the aggravated life prisoners are held.

Throughout 2022, we shared with the public, stakehol-
ders and relevant public institutions the complaints of
aggravated life prisoners, who became poorer compa-
red to previous years and had difficulties in making a
living in prison. We carried out activities to raise public
awareness concerning the problems caused by the ex-
cessive electricity bills charged to prisoners due to the
commercial status of the prisons, and we contributed
to the exclusion of prisons from commercial status.

REPORT 2022

2022 was also a year during which we improved our ad-
vocacy activities as Aggravated Life in Prison Thema-
tic Area. We submitted a Rule 9.2 communication for
Gomi v. Turkey judgement.” In this communication, we
recommended Turkey to provide treatment For the re-
habilitation of an aggravated life prisoner with mental
illness, and to revise its aggravated life execution regi-
me in line with human rights and human dignity.

Number of Prisoners

Letters Sent

Positive Feedback

" https:/fhudoc exec conint/eng# %2 2EXECIdentifier% 22:[%220H-DEM 2022 )6 29E%22]) Accessed om-03.03.2023
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Furthermore, we intensified our advocacy activities to
ensure the relations of aggravated life prisoners with
the outside world. We supported the prisoners on the
legal applications they could make so that the right to
video calls, which was introduced during the pande-
mic, is also granted to aggravated life prisoners, and
we commenced a strategic litigation activity on this

matter. In addition, we supported the aggravated life
prisoners, who are not legally allowed to have visits
from their Families, about the legal applications they
could make, and we contributed to the visits to many
prisoners From their fFamilies.

e provided information to Gazete Duvar.about 5and ¥

Efectriciiy bilks in Turkey's prisons on
Parllamantary aganda

Stamaoposmen CHF b r) 3
Paresnovay S
= i ey High wier Sl bl

Example of a Positively Concluded Case

An aggravated life prisoner ap-
plied to our association by letter,
and stated that he could not have
non-contact and contact visits
from his Family, and that he could
see them one by one. He men-
tioned that this was challenging
For him and his Family and that
he wanted to have visits from his
Family, and he asked For support
from CISST concerning what kind
of application to make.

The CISST expert informed the
prisoner about the application
mechanisms in line with his
complaints and demands, pro-
vided the necessary counsel-
ling, and guided the prisoner
by sending the necessary infor-
mation notes and precedents.
Thereafter, the prisoner made
the applications to the relevant
authorities with the precedents
we sent,

The applications of the prison-
er were concluded positively,
he was informed that he could
have collective visits from his
Family, and thanks to the ap-
plication made by the prisoner,
all other aggravated life pris-
oners in the prison were also
granted the right to collective
visiks.



In 2022, Workers in Prison Thematic
I_ I Area made applications to the rel-
L ; evant institutions on the course of
' l l l the problems conveyed by the work-
er prisoners who contacted CISST
through letters and helpline. We Followed up on the
activities carried out within the structure of the Penal
Institutions and Detention Houses Warkshops Author-
ity and the changes in the wages of worker prisoners
throughout the year, and we informed the public about
these. We conveyed the requests of the prisoners who
wanted to work at the workshops to the relevant insti-
tutions and took steps to improve the working condi-
tions of the working prisoners.

BIAMAG
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we provided information to Bianet about the workshop

authorities and the problems of the workar prisoners

REPORT 2022
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* FOREIGNER

In 2022, foreign prisoners were ex-
A tremely affected by the economic crisis,
mostly due to their Families' incapaci-
ty to provide financial support and the
lack of a social benefit specific to for-
eign prisoners. Foreign prisoners were the priscner
group that proportionately made the highest number
of applications in the Fields of transfer requests, right
to visit and freedom of expression. In 2022, Foreigner
in Prison Thematic Area contacted the consulates and
embassies and strengthened its communication with
the bar associations in order to eliminate the rights
violations experienced by foreign prisoners and to en-
able the foreign prisoners to enjoy their right to com-
munication. Accordingly, we continued to make human
rights applications and applications for the right to
information, and to work For raising public awareness.
We contributed to the news about immigration and im-
prisonment and concerning discrimination,

Furthermore, we monitored and reflected in our re-
ports the developments in ACEP, which is an important
project that provides the chance for video calls in pris-
ons and which allows the Foreign prisoners to enjoy
their right to visit. This year, we located two foreign
prisoners whose families could not reach them, and
made it possible For them to contact their Families,

REMGLISH

e hianet

BIANET

Mews List

BIAMAG
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We strengthened our knowledge about the Field
through the training and workshops organised by
the stakeholders on stateless people, and we provid-
ed field information about stateless prisoners. We
strengthened the capacity of our thematic area by
participating in seminars on child asylum seekers, the
economic, social and cultural rights of Foreigners and
litigation strategies.

The response to our application for the right to in-
formation on the method of International Protection
Application to be made from prison provided the First
field data on this matter, and demonstrated that the
Migration Administration has developed a method for
the incoming applications,

Number of Prisoners

Letters Received

Human Rights Applications
Cases

Positive Feedback

KURBl = ENGLISH RADIN-LGBTI GOCUK

REFUGEES BEHIND 8ARS

‘This is Turkey: this Is how things
work here’: Imprisoned refugees
deprived of basic rights

There aie many foreigners i pisans of Tukey who cannol
eyeny make phcne calls witr Weir Famias,” said bianei Syvin
e from. CISST

Jslanbul - BlA News Desk



Example of a Positively Concluded Case

The family of a Foreign prisoner
reached out to our assocdiation via
e-mail from abroad. They stated
that they had learned from the in-
ternet news that their relative was
imprisoned, and that they did not
know where their relative, who
had health problems, was being
held although months had passed.

We applied to the Bar Assaci-
ation. The Bar Association ap-
pninted.'a lawyer to locate the
person and as a result of the law-
yer's research, we ob tained infor-
mation about the whereabouts
of the prisoner whose name was
written differently. Thereafter,
through lawyer visits and letters,

we informed the pri'mner about

the application procedure Ffor
phone calls with his family, and
we made applications for the

elimination of rights violations. In

&dd'itmn,.we informed the prison-
er's Family about the procedure
For sending money from abroad.

ACTIVITY REPORT 2022

As a result of these informa-
tion activities and applications;
the prisoner began to use his
right to phone calls to his fam-
ily and to receive financial sup-
port From his Family.
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« Database

CISST compiles the requests, complaints and allegations of rights violations re-
ceived from prisoners through the correspondence activity carried out in accord-
ance with the Monitoring Principles of CiSST, and records them in the database
system under specific categories. The database, designed according to the mon-
itoring indicators of CISST, is the most important data source in the monitoring
and reporting activities of CISST. In 2022, we added new indicators to our database
system in order to better monitor the rights violations in prisons, and we updated
our existing monitoring indicators according to the needs. We set up our system, in
which we can currently keep data on 266 different information fields, in a way that
allows opening new fields in case of need. Furthermore, we updated our database
system also technically, making it more user-friendly, Faster and more protected in
terms of data security.

*» CiSST Reports

CISST reports aim to uncover the condition of Turkish prisons and prisoners’ righ-
ts, and the developments, needs and problems in these Ffields, and to strengthen
knowledge and policy-making in these fields in favour of human rights.

Within the scope of the activities carried out in this context, 8 COVID-19 Reports, 1
CISST Annual Prison Repart, 1 Activity Report, 1 Monitoring Boards Report, and 2
thematic reports were published in 2022,




ACTIWITY REPORT 2022

« CISST Prisons Report®

The third of the annual prisons report, the first of which
was published in 2019 and which aims to share verifiable,
comparable and current information on Turkish prisons
with the relevantinstitutions in the field and with the pub-
R oM lic, was published. CISST 2021 Prisons Report covered the
results of the monitoring activities carried out throughout
the year on the current condition and problems of prisons,
the rights violations, and the problems of prisoners with
special needs, as well as our policy recommendations.

q
PRISONS 2021

« Monitoring Boards Report®

CISST published the third Monitoring Boards Report, the

first of which was published in 2012 and in which CISST

examined the applications to official institutions concer- BOARDS
ning the complaints and allegations of rights violations “W
of prisoners and the responses to these applications. In Faa
this report, the applications made by CISST throughout

2021 to the boards with the authority to inspect and su-

pervise the human rights conditions in prisons and the

responses to these applications were evaluated. [

MONITORING

* hikpsyffcsstorg tyfraporlarfyillik-hapishanelerraporu-202 1) Accessed on: 03.03.2023
“ httpsy/cisst.org.trfrapodarfizieme-kurullari-raporu-2021/ Accessed on: 03.03.2023



« Report on Complaints
from Prisoners Due to
Coronavirus™

CISST continued its reporting activ-
ity, the First of which was published
at the beginning of the pandem-
ic and shared with the public the
complaints received from prison-
ers about coronavirus, In 2022,
since the effects of the pandemic
decreased gradually and the al-
legations of rights violations and
complaints received from prisons
due to COVID-19 began to de-
crease, we decided to suspend as
of Movember the reports that we
had been publishing with 2 months
periods since June.

The monitoring activities we car-
ried out during the pandemic pe-
riod and our Report on Complaints
from Prisoners due to Coronavirus
were cited as a best practice by
World Organisation Against Tor-
ture (OMCT).

||||| THE CIVILSOCIETY IN THE PENAL SYSTEM ASSOCIATION

-

« Thematic Reports:

- Juvenile Prisoners: Conditions
of Imprisonment and Execution
Procedures™

In this supplementary report, the
data gathered by CiSST Children in
Prison Thematic Area by means of
monitoring, advocacy and report-
ing activities, the Thematic Report
on Being a Juvenile Prisoner in Tur-
key on the 30th year of the United
Nations Conventicn on the Rights
of the Child, the United Mations
Convention on the Rights of the
Child (UNCRC), the United Nations
Rules For the Protection of Juve-
niles Deprived of their Liberty (Ha-
vana Rules), the combined Fourth
and fifth periodic reports of Turkey
and current practices are evaluat-
ed.

' httpsyffcisstorg.brf/covid-1%raporlan Accessed on:03.03.2023
" Guidance-Mote_3_monitoring_EM_pdf {amct.org) Accessed on: 03.03.2023

'* hetpsffcisstorg trfraporlasfcocuk-mahpuslartutulmassarttarive-infaz-usolleri-2f Acceszed on: 03.03.2023

- The Health Condition and
Access to Healthcare Services

of Prisoners During Execution
Processes™

This research covers the criminal
sanctions in different countries, the
statistical information on prison
populations, the health condition
of prisoners and their access to the
right to health, and the studies in
the literature. The current condi-
tion concerning access to the right
to health and psychological suppart
in prisons is assessed in the light of
the data gathered From research in
this Field. In addition, the research
contains information on the meth-
ods applied in access to the right to
health in prisons. The main objec-
tive of the research is to compare
with other countries the effects of
prisons on the physical and mental
health of prisoners and the activ-
ities to improve the access to the
right to health and psychological
support and to develop new recom-
mendations regarding these issues.

U httpeyfcisst.org trfraperlanfinfaz-sureclerinde-mahpuslarinfizikive-psikolojik-saglik-durumuve-saglik-hizmetlzrine-erisiminin-ulkelere-gore-karsilastirmasiy/

Accessad on: §3.03.2023
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CISST and Prisons in Press

Throughout 2022, the CISST experts continued their collaboration with press wor-
kers in order to bring forward the problems faced by the prisoners and the rights
violations in Turkish prisons. Through press workers, we shared with the public the
current prablems in Turkish prisons such as the newly opened S and Y Type pri-
sons, the effects of the pandemic in prisons, the increase in ration allowances, the
payment of electricity bills according to commercial status, medical examination in
handcuffs and access to the right to health, women's poverty in prisons, and priso-
ners exposed to systematic rights violations.

In 2022, 20 different press organisations covered the views of CISST experts 73
times in their news. In 105 news articles, the publications and data of CiSST were
used as sources. Throughout 2022, 50 journalists from 63 different press arganisa-
tions -8 of them being in 4 different foreign languages- featured CISST 580 times
in their news articles.

How did CISST
contribute to the news?

Number

‘Statement/Interview 69
Our publications 116
Our activities/Advertisements 10
. Press release 10
CISST website and Thematic Area Blogs 36
Total 241
Type of news Number
Printed/Internet 535
Television 1
Online Video 15
Printed 19
Total 580

" Total number of news articles ko which CISST contributed and whith are primary sources. The news articles
recirculated by different press organizations are not included in this number.
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Translations

« Council of Europe Annual Penal Statistics "SPACE" Translations

We began translating the annual penal statistics re-
ports prepared by the University of Lausanne an behalf
of the Council of Europe. The 2019 and 2020 Reports
and Key Findings were translated into Turkish in Feb-
ruary with the support of the ETKINIZ EU Programme,

= o

SPACS SPACE
P b P
SPACE | - 2018

igeoeas F. desis

Campaigns

=  (Carnpaign For Free Hygiene Kits in Prisons

The physical and hygienic conditions of prisons con-
tain many negativities For human health. Added the
pandemic conditions, the severity of the situation in-
creased and the inability of prisoners - with already
limited Financial means - to access basic hygiene prod-
ucts Free of charge brought along many discussions.

Based on this need, CISST launched the "Free Hygiene
Kits in Prisons" campaign in December 2020 with
the support of the European Union Sivil Diisin Pro-

and the 2021 Report and Key Findings were translated
into Turkish in July with the support of OMCT-Europe
and Protect Defenders, and these reports were pub-
lished on our website, '*

SPACT

Hpiyirs o fomles

e hakimtan
SEPACE | — 2020 SPACE §. 2074
i ® Rartd
i o T

gramme. The Association of Contemporary Lawyers,
Rights Initiative, Istanbul Chamber of Dentists, Istan-
bul Chamber of Physicians, Human Rights Association,
Association of Lawyers for Freedom, Union of Health-
care and Social Services Workers, Human Rights Foun-
dation of Turkey and Foundation for Society and Legal
Studies participated in the coordination of the cam-
paign, and 39 non-governmental organisations signed
the campaign.

" hittps:ffcisst.arg.trfyayinlarimiz/cevirilerffbclid=hwA RO TFD-uvFO1 DOEX Ndejnkdb ) KxkuhAcctcd FI9-WpBS TwezfSocuDYFWs Accessed onc 03.03.2023
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Due to the rather negative impact of the deepening

economic crisis on the prisoners in 2022, the impor-
tance of the prisoners’ free access to basic needs was
emphasised. In all the events, meetings and panels
we participated in, we expressed the problems faced
and the rights violations experienced by the prison-
ers during access to healthcare, and highlighted the
importance of prisoners’ free access to hygiene ma-
terials required for their self-care,

+  (Campaign for Free Pads in Prison

Menstruating women's access to sufficient pads is
directly related to the right to health. The prisoners
must be able to easily access all hygiene materials, es-
pecially pads, in prisons, which are places of collective
living and confinement. The economic insufficiencies
may be an inhibiting Factor for almost all prisoners
and difficulties may arise in access to pads.

The Campaign For Right to Free Pads focused on the
daily problems and needs of menstruating prisoners,
considered access to pads as a "right”, and demanded

REPORT 2022

the elimination of these access problems, 79 women's
and LGBTI+ organisations from different provinces in
Turkey signed the Campaign for Free Pads in Prison in
2017, and we continued to promulgate the demands
of the campaign through our thematic workshops
and public information activities in 2022. We began
to work For the inclusion of prisoners in the free pads
activity, which is on the agenda of the women's move-
ment in Turkey.

HAPISHANELERDE UCRETSIZ PED ISTIYORUZ!

MAHPUSLAR ICIN PED BiR SAGLIK
HAKKIDIR, PARA ILE SATILAMAZ!

#hapisteiicretsizped

Hapizhanelerde 11,685 kadin oldugunu
Regl dénemierinde pede ihtiyag duydukiarin
Pedin parayfa kantinde satildigim

Parasi olmayan kadinlarin ped alamadigim

BILIYOR MUSUNUZ?

Hapiste Kadin

Press Releases

CiSST prepared 7 press releases in 2022 and partici-
pated in the promulgation of these press releases.
CISST opened 4 of these press releases for signature,
and a total of 16 institutions including rights-based
MGOs, professional organisations, chambers, unions
and bar associations signed these press releases. Fur-
thermore, we signed the international press release,
prepared to draw attention to the problems caused
by the increasing isolation due to the pandemic and
For the removal of pandemic measures in prisons, to-
gether with 86 organisations.'

" hekps: ffwww.omct.orgfenfresourcesfre ports feovid-1%urgent-call-to-recpen-places-of-detention-to-visitors Accessed on: 03.03.2023
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Our Press Releases in 2022

Hear the Demands of Gékhan Yildinm, Who is on “"Death Fast” for 115 Days™

[ NS x
| =

Hl RRE
F.I!PFLI

115 GUNDUR “OLUM ORUCUNDAT OLAN
GOKHAN YILDIRINN
TALEPLERINE KULAK VERIN

~—— MARMARA BOLGESi HAPISHANELERI iZLEME HEYETI

2. About the Attack on Corrections OFfficers in Bursa'®
2. We Call the Ministry of Justice to Make a Statement About the Extent of the
COVID-19 Pandemic in Prisons'?

Adalet Bakanligini Hapishanelerdeki COVID-19 Salgininin
Boyutlan Hakkinda Agiklama Yapmaya Cagiriyoruz

2N yilindda ' crtave ke kemonaviis (COVIDA9, ki sieds fim dilyaa
vavilds ve pandemn  halme peldr  Terdoye'de 11 Martts il vakans
bl e by yans Ces Tevkifevier Geoel MKl (CTE) taialsdan
it 2020, s B0, Grabae 5021, Hazsoan 2021 Bl 20721 ve Ocak W22 olnsi
azere “Hewvid- 19 Pandem: Serecinde Crrn Infar Fusumalnn” baghih oplamds st
adet 3tk laens yaymlanmeste
MDutﬁﬂ‘Z!mﬁundubumlTlﬂzﬁkmlﬂmd:
defpisuclilder nlamger. WM|WEHHNEMEMMM
son bilim dosruln copkmbss sooraumdas nypelaeds’ Tarkipe - genslinde birgoe
degigiliiic gdilmitic

Tiun bo degrpimlere rapmen CTE taafndan G4 Ocak rihnden bo kadar
mmma&g{mmmmuwwmm lag
matinsa PCR testi yapaldsga, kag mabpesun irstinm peritif kg, ka mabposes
hasomede beden pordiph, kap mebpowun haetn ybetopn kesulanada
Esmnuoguas heghdr agikTams vrpilmangie.

Tk siiee emfinds CTE wfafid japilan ok sgiliona- & Mavs 3027 sohl
SCOVIT-S [amien™ bayhikly apkiamadic B aqklanads. slgen bstehie soy,
valn sanbarmdakl. digiy ve aphnen) oomla Gkkae almank, i kil
wwsiyelen  dofralnasunds Wk penclikeks  normaiegme - sEect  pedenile
COVED-T8 ieinleringn 31, Hm&!mﬂcm@w

I‘&h}tm&mﬂ:yﬂnm poEilleme adalan v COVEX1S lznﬂuu.n
lealdariidaging daer CTE tarsfindan yapalan agidamay rag Fenel oy
mmmﬂﬂﬂﬂm}w&ﬂ
mmmmmmmmmmummm
bagneutsr - hapishanrlardelei  COVIDCIG :llam.ln led.ir Salem
nygulamalanmm gornidagone ve o d hak
Hﬂhﬂ&:xﬂpjﬂd;&h@ulﬁnh}gdﬁniﬂﬂqﬁmﬂmi

¥iiarida belictimeiz 0w hu somaans dickste almark ammds mazam batonan

e ]

< syl -hop e - loenalng b, demokratse GOt orgiiber: ve meslek o odalan olaak

semelanmmrn cevaplanmin bir an dnre kamucoyla paylapimaenns talep edipone

. Ceza Infaz Ststemimids Sivil Toplom Dernegi

Cafdn: Hukakokar Decaegi Genel Merkei

Hak nisivatifi Derneg

Ensan Haklays Dermeii Timnhal Sules

istanbul Tabip Odas

Drghirbilk ipin Hakuloalnr Deried itanhul Sobesl

s.qu; ve Sasyal Hirmed Emekgiler Sendikan Dstanhal Subesi
Teplum ve Hukuk Amnr.uhn Vakii
'!'-:'hrl.-]u.lllhﬂln Yakh

1. We Call All Relevant Institutions to Act Responsibly for the Suspension of the
Execution of Sentence of Old and Seriously Ill Prisoner Mehmen Emin Ozkan and
for his Treatment Outside the Prison! #

" httpsyfcisstoong.trybasin. duywrolan/1 1 5-gundur-olum-orecunda-clan-gok han-vildirimin-taleplerine-kulak-venny Accessed on: 03.03.2023
Phitps://cisstorg. trfhasin_duyurularifbursada-ceza-infaz-personellerineyonelik-gerceklesen-sal diriya-dairf Accessed on: 03.03.2023
" https://cisstorg.trfbasin_duyurutarifadalet-bakanligini-hapishanelerdeki-covid-1 3<salgininin-boyutiari-hakkinda-aciklama-yapmaya-cagiriyoruz-2
Accessed on: 03.03.2023
#https;//cisst.orgtrfbasin deywrutari/mahpus-mehmet-emin-ozkansicincsoromiu-davranmaya-cagirivoruz) Accessed on: 03.03.2023



5. The Prison Ration Allowances for
the Prisoners Must Be Immediately
Increased! 21

6. Detention of Dementia Patient Aysel
Tugluk is Against Human Rights*

/. Prof. Dr. Sebnem Korur Fincanc Must
Be Released Immediately! #

e Articles Informing the Public

We shared informative posts on our website and
social media accounts throughout the year to
make the problems of prisons and prisoners visi-
ble. We announced the statements of official insti-
tutions, the publications in Foreign languages and
reading recommendations, the current statistics
on prisens and the changes in the parliament to
the public in an understandable way. In necessary
cases, we cooperated with the press on relevant
subjects.

In 2022, we compiled the CISST Prisens Dictionary,
For which we prioritised the use of prisoners’ kin
and researchers, and published it on our website,
As well as the definitions made by official institu-
tions, CISST Prisons Dictionary contains the terms
and definitions that CISST prefers, and the reason
for preferring these definitions.

TIVITY REPORT 2022

HAPiISHANELERDE MAHPUSLAR
iCIN AYRILAN iASE BEDELLERI
BiR AN ONCE ARTIRILMALIDIR!

Mcisst m
T A
::'Q'__k.:-'-'“:l \ = A"

HAFiE HAMELERDEKI MAHPUS
NUFUSU 340 BINI ASTI

Ceza ve Tevkifevien Genel
Midarigl'nun agikladid son
verilere gore Turkive
hapishanelennde 341,497
mahpus bulunuyor,

31 Aralik 2021°de aciklanan
verilere gire hapishanelerde
297.796 mahpus bulunuyordu.

Saon hir yilda mahpus niifusu
43.771 kisi artti.

" htbps:fcisstoorg.brfbasin. duyurularifiase-bedslleri-artiritmalidin! Accessed on: 03.03.2023
2 hibps:/fcisst org.brfbasin_duyurularifaysel-tuglukun-hapsedilmesi-insan-haklarina-aykiridir/ Accessed on: 03.03.2023
heeps: /Y cisst.org.trfbasin. duyurulari/prof-dre-sebnem-korur-fincanci-derhal-serbest-birakilsing Accessed on: 03.03.2023
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"Kovid-19 Pandemi Siirecinde
Ceza Infaz Kurumlari - Iv"

bashkh dérdbrei agklamasin
yiryinkach

219 hafta aradan sonra rapilan
ogiklamaya gére §6.912 mahpus
COVID-1® izninde bulunmaoktadie

> 4An itibaryle 36%  hepishanenin
59'unda pozniif voka bulunermaktadie.

14 Mort 2020 taribinden bugiine
kadar hoyotine  kaybeden mohpus
soys 50 COVID-W vakas gérblen
mahpus soys 372 'dir



In 2022, a total of 185 participants, including self-arganisations, students, inde-
pendent journalists, lawyers, civil actors and representatives from 65 different
institutions, came together in @ workshops, namely Health in Prison, Women in
Prison, Children in Prison, LGBTI+ in Prison, Aggravated Life in Prison, Disabled
in Prison, Foreigner in Prison, Student in Prison and Volunteer Lawyer Network
workshops. An assessment questionnaire was shared with the participants at the
end of the workshops, and the suggestions made were included in the planning
of the next year's workshop.

These thematic workshops provided an opportunity to share knowledge and ex-
perience For addressing the prisoners' rights from a rights-based perspective, as
well as to develop many new collaborations and dialogues. Through the dialogue
that CiSST created during these workshops, the participants brought Forward ad-
vocacy ideas such as campaigns and applications for international human rights
mechanisms; various organisations raised their awareness and enhanced their
knowledge on prisoners' rights thanks to these workshops and they started to
include prisoners in their studies.

ather ¢




the Field
In addition to the activities aimed at increasing its
own capacity, CISST carries out activities aimed at
increasing also the knowledge and experience of
experts, expert candidates and institutions that car-
ry out or have the potential to carry out studies in
the fiald. In this context, we met with civil actors and
decision-makers at 45 different events organised by
40 different NGOs and official institutions in 2022
and shared our experiences, knowledge and ideas.
Although we mostly took part in the events as par-
ticipants, we worked to increase solidarity and learn-
ing in civil society through the events we arganised
together.

Tiirtsiys Psikiyatri Dernogl Asistan Hakim Komites A

Bundan Psikiyatriste fle?

Mahkumiyet ve Damgalanma

ACTIVITY REPORT 2022

How did CISST
participate in the event?

Mumber of Events

As participant 21
As panelist 9
As trainer 4
As speaker 11
Total 45
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Consultancy and Infermation Support
The dialogue between the thematic field represent-
atives, prisoners, prisoners’ kin, lawyers and oth-
er non-governmental organisations and actors was
improved by means of CISST Helpline. We provided
consultancy to 5 researchers who called the Prisoner
Helpline. In addition, we provided consultancy in per-
son or via e-mail and telephone to 115 researchers,
NGO representatives, political party representatives,
bar association representatives/lawyers and civil ac-
tors who contacted CISST by methods other than the
Prisoner Helpline.

International Visits and Networking
CISST makes international visits to share its activities
with Foreign institutions working on human rights and
various subjects, to increase its visibility in the inter-
national arena, to carry out networking activities and
to learn from the experiences of different institutions.
For this purpose, we organised trips to Brussels in Bel-
gium, Geneva in Switzerland and Amsterdam, Delft
and Maarssen in the Netherlands in 2022,

In Brussels, we met with World Organisation Against
Torture (OMCT-Europe), Sarah Henkel from the Euro-
pean Parliament, Observatoire International des Pri-
sons Belgium (Ol1P-Belgium), Rescaled, European Par-
liament Rapporteur on Turkey Macho Sanchez Amor's
assistant Juan Jose Lopez Gomez, and Katerina Fatsea
from Directorate-General for Neighbourhood and En-
largement Negotiations (DG Near).

In this context, we meet with Warld Qrganization Aga-
inst Torture (OMCT), Association of Prevention of Tor-
ture (APT) in Geneva.

In the Metherlands; we met with Penal Reform Internati-
onal (PRI), Young in Prison (Young Perspective), Restora-
tive Justice Netherlands and Prison Watch.

Al a total of 12 separate meetings throughout the year,
we provided current and accurate information about
prisons to international and Foreign official institutions
that requested information from CISST. In addition to
these, we informed the institutions we visited about the
activities of the association and the prisons in Turkey,
and established the necessary dialogue and connections
For possible Future cooperation. These activities and
outputs contributed to the improvement of stakehold-
ers’ attitudes aimed at protecting prisoners’ rights.
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Training and Supervision Activities

In 2022, in line with the objectives of 2020-2023 Strategic Plan, CISST organised in-
house training courses, participated in training courses organised by institutions,
encouraged its employees to get occupational training, and carried out individual
and group therapies in the scope of supervision activities.

We participated as audience in training courses and meetings organised by civil
society concerning our Fields of activity, These training courses were efficient for
keeping the field up-to-date and continuing its development and for establishing
new collaborations. In 2022, CISST employees participated in 23 training courses
organised by various institutions. We participated in all these training courses in
order to develop advocacy mechanisms and Field, to gain strength concerning inter-
naticnal mechanisms, to develop thematic areas and raise awareness in civil society
in this Field, to enhance the quality of the counselling we provide and to empow-
er the employees, to gain awareness about trauma and to strengthen counselling
and advocacy in this context, to observe the potential collaborations in civil socie-
ty and to establish collaborations, to build capacity and develop resources, to gain
strength concerning networking, to get information and act with solidarity about
the risk of shrinking of civil space, to ensure organisational well-being and to have
awareness, The training courses influenced our advocacy mechanisms directly; the
Rule 9.2 communications to the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe
were submitted after these training courses. In this context, our collaborations in-
creased in the activities of the volunteer lawyer network, in prisen visits made with
delegations and in joint reports issued.

In 2022, CISST team attended in-house training courses as a team on the course
of the needs and the requests received, and the employees attended occupational
training courses according to their individual needs. Our in-house Law on Criminal
Execution Training and ECHR Application Mechanisms Training enhanced our ad-
vocacy capacity, Database Training and Report Writing Training strengthened our
monitoring and documentation capacity, Law on Protection of Personal Data Train-
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ing, Procurement Training, Occupational Health and
Safety Training strengthened our administrative ca-
pacity; and Secondary Trauma Training and Basic Con-
cepts of Gender Training strengthened our multi-direc-
tional communication capacity. The Volunteer Lawyer
MNetwark Warkshop, which was carried out with the
participation of experts on the history of prisons and
imprisonment policies, administration and observation
boards and monitoring within the framework of human
rights in prisons, was held in the Form of in-house train-
ing for volunteer lawyers. In the survey activity carried
out to measure the impact of the in-house training
courses, the attendees requested practical Follow-up
training for some of the courses such as ECHR Applica-
tion Mechanisms Training, and suggested that some of
the training courses be transformed into instructions.
In the scope of Occupational Training, the employees
attended Foreign language and Excel training courses.
On the other hand, the CISST Prisons Dictionary we pre-
pared was an important capacity building activity with
regard to preserving and transferring the commaon lan-
guage we created.

In 2022, CISST continued the individual and group ther-
apies from psychological counsellors within the scope
of supervision activities. The individual and group ther-
apieswe skarted in 2021 were reshaped in 2022 accord-
ing to the needs of the team. The individual therapies
were carried out as a way of intervention to employees
experiencing secondary trauma at the individual level,
The group therapies were split into two as case ther-
apies and group therapies. While the group therapies
were an area of solidarity and communication in which
the whole team participated, the case therapies were
attended by employees who regularly worked in the
field and were frequently exposed to secondary and
primary trauma, and the Feedbacks were very positive,
This activity, For which we made a place within group
therapy, was considered essential For the sustainability
of the Field in terms of its method, and it was expressed
that all supervision activities increased the employees’
attachment to the organisation.

Visibility and Institutional
Communications

« Social Media Posts

In 2022, we shared 315 posts on various social media
platforms, especially on Linkedin, Instagram, YouTube,
Twitter, and Facebook, related to news about the pris-
on, events we attended, special days and weeks, in-
Formative content about our activities, and content
we prepared to inform the public. 71 of the posts we
shared on our social media platforms were informative
posts containing current information about prisons.

In 2022, we reached more readers on social media plat-
forms. 241 new Followers were added to our Facebook
page, 524 new followers were added to our Instagram
account, 102 new Followers were added to our Linkedin
page, 302 new Followers were added to our Twitter ac-
count, and our YouTube channel reached 150 subscrib-
ers.

«  Website

In 2022, we made efforts to overcame the deficiencies
on our website. We enhanced the security of our
website and made user-friendly improvements.

We started the improvement efforts in August

and completed them near the end of the year, and
launched the website with its new interface. 87.6%

of the users who visited our website were first-time
visitors to CISST website.

« Blogs

The experts who maintain communication with
prisoners promulgate through blogs the newspaper
reports published about the subject and the news
that they prepare on the basis of their knowledge or
cbservations. Thus, a resource, where the public can
Follow the current information, developments and
prisoners’ problems, is created.

In 2022, we compiled and launched all of our thematic
area blogs under the CiSST domain name, and we
accelerated the access between our blogs and CISST
wehsite,
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Facebook Instagram Linkedin Twitter  Youtube
Number of Hits 284.405 67.608 - 123506 1543
Profile Visit 1216 3195 577 - :
New Followers 241 524 102 302 60
Number of Posts 117 - 14 119 10

Our Blogs

EATMV TS WihD ITRRTEI ORI Mhy T (i
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Name of blog Number of articles published Number of views Number of visitors
LGBTI+ in Prisan 23 3633 387
Aggravated Life in Prison 20 5864 AT
Health in Prison 244 101269 1236
Children in Prison B 13428 857
Women in Prison 30 15825 686
RHight to Education in Prison 7 1852 347
Disabled in Prison 27 8932 BO3
Fareigner in Prison 4 4444 385
Woarker in Prisan 4] 4243 486

TOTAL 358 159591 5764
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Civil Society in the Penal System
Association [CIS5T)

Caferaga Mahallesi, General Asim
Gindiz Caddesi, No. 68/9, 34710
Kadikdy / Istanbul / Tirkiye

+90 216 450 50 05

Follow us
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CEEA AT SSTEMIRDE ShiL 1oL GERMES!

— ; . ; : Ceza infaz Sisteminde
@cisstdernegi a @cisstsocial n Sivil Toplum Dernegi
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Ceza infaz Sisteminde
Sivil Toplum Dernedi






Please e-mail us at geribildirim@cisst.org.tr For any complaints, suggestions, or comments.
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