
 
CIVIL SOCIETY IN THE PENAL SYSTEM ASSOCIATION ENVIRONMENTAL 

MAINSTREAMING POLICY  
 
Objective 
This document is composed to present the environmental policy of the Civil Society in the Penal 
System Association (CISST) and to ensure the implementation of environmental mainstreaming 
policy in CISST activities.1 

Scope 

This document defines the activities and the approach of CISST in environmental sustainability, 
in a way to include the liabilities of CISST Executive Board, temporary/permanent employees, 
interns and volunteers within the scope of environmental mainstreaming policy.  

Environmental Mainstreaming  
International Institute for Environment and Development defines ‘environmental 
mainstreaming’ as “the informed inclusion of relevant environmental concerns in the decisions 
of institutions that drive national, local and sectoral development policy, rules, plans, 
investment and action”2. Various actors are involved in environmental mainstreaming 
initiatives, leading to a variety of definitions. Nonetheless, environmental mainstreaming, in its 
most general sense, involves the integration of central planning processes as well as 
environmental priorities in all spheres, approaches, plans that support environmental 
sustainability, and the necessary implementation of action to be taken for this purpose.  
 
CISST approach;  

 Acknowledges that environmental sustainability is a precondition to attain a global 
ideal in which sustainable economic and democratic progress is ensured, inequality 
and poverty is eliminated, and human rights and environmental rights are protected.  

 Recognizes that rapidly diminishing natural resources, changing climate, 
deteriorated eco-systems are among the problems that concern the entire 
humanity.  

 Recognizes that any amendment incorporated in the association might have a 
positive impact on environmental sustainability.  

  Applies environmental mainstreaming policy alongside with other mainstreaming 
policies starting with gender mainstreaming.  
 

 
1 This document is prepared based on the assessments of the association and its activities in “CISST 
Environmental Assessment” document within the context of environmental sustainability. 
2 see. https://www.environmental-mainstreaming.org/documents/Synthesis%20report%20-
%20published%20pdf.pdf 
 
 



CISST Environmental Mainstreaming Policy  
CISST aspires to contribute to global and national environmental sustainability objectives by 
integrating environmental concerns in its studies.  
 
Within the scope of this objective, 

 It prepares CISST environmental mainstreaming strategical plan, and incorporates it 
as part of its corporate strategical plan. This plan is implemented as an executive 
board decree, with its impact followed up in time prior to the implementation.  

 Internal trainings are organized to raise awareness of employees on environmental 
sustainability, they are also encouraged to attend relevant trainings held by other 
institutions.  

 
All CISST employees are expected to take into consideration and implement the following 
terms in their respective areas of responsibility within the scope of CISST environmental 
mainstreaming policy.  
 
Environmental Office Management  
Energy and Heating  

 The energy consumption of all electrical devises to be used in the office shall remain a 
criterion to be taken into question prior to their purchase, 

 Reducing the use of air conditioners to minimum,  

 Regular maintenance of electrical devices used in the office to be guaranteed,  

 Turning off computers, monitors, the printer, photocopy machines, tea-coffee 
machines when not used, 

 Turning off all electric devices before leaving the office (electric consumption occurs 
even in sleep or standby mode).  

 Switching all lamps in the office to energy efficient products,  

 Choosing the right energy levels for illumination systems (for instance, the use of 75 
watts instead of 100 watts if sufficient),  

 Using the dish washer in the most efficient mode (not to operate it when not full)  

 Updating the energy settings of the computers used in the office (turning off the 
monitor, using of the screensavers, brightness adjustments etc.)  
 
How to choose equipment  

 The equipment to be used in the office shall have high durability.    

 The equipment to be used in the office shall have features that can at any time be 
upgraded.  



 It is required to check with which environmental standards the equipment to be used 
in the office conforms. 

 If possible, the equipment shall be purchased in the vicinity of the office.  

 During purchases, the carbon footprint of the manufacturing process of the equipment 
shall be taken into consideration.  
 
Water Consumption 

 Water consumption is aimed to be reduced to minimum (abstaining from unnecessary 
water consumption, leakage etc.) 

 Tap mixers in the offices shall be selected among products that promote energy 
efficient use of water. 

 Water system in the office shall be regularly maintained.  

 Equipment to be used in the office, including dishwasher etc., shall be selected among 
products that promote low level of water consumption.  
 
Paper and Other Consumables  

 Digital sharing and digital reading shall be preferred over print-outs.  

 Digital archive system shall be installed both corporately and individually. 

 Meeting minutes and programs shall be kept on computers instead of notebooks, or 
agendas.  

 If necessary, documents shall be printed out on both sides of the paper.  

 Recycled products shall be preferred.  
 
 
Cleaning and Packaging  

 Using, as much as possible, organic certified -ecological- cleaning products in the office.  

 Prioritizing the use of cleaning products in the office that are manufactured in the 
vicinity.  

 Prioritizing the purchase of larger packages (32 rolls of toilet paper instead of 6) of cleaning 
products for office use.  
 
Recycling 

 Installing an appropriate recycling system and ensuring solid waste to be collected in 
appropriate recycling boxes to be delivered to the relevant institution/person in charge of 
waste disposal.  
 
Environmental Awareness in Events (Trainings, Meetings, etc.)  



 Prioritizing, in all events, corporations (hotel, meeting hall etc.) that abide by green 
meeting criteria to ensure minimal care standards for environmental awareness, and taking 
note on this priority in the tender process when having offers (the venue to have a recycling 
box and zones that get enough sunshine, the corporation to care about energy efficiency and 
package consumption, and to recycle the rest of food by various methods etc.) 

 The activity to be held in a central location,  

 Distributing the minimum amount of materials possible during the activity (pencil, 
paper etc.) according to the real requirements of the participants, the use of recycled and 
environment friendly materials if possible.  

 Collecting the badges distributed to the participants at the end of the meeting for 
further use, and making it public at the beginning of the meeting to the attendees.  

 Taking precautions to reduce electric consumption in the meeting venue.  

 Prioritizing options that would reduce the carbon foot-print of the event especially in 
activities with a high number of attendees from other cities.   

 Taking necessary precautions to reduce package consumption in events (for instance, 
the use of glasses instead of plastic cups) 
 
Mainstreaming and Communication  
CISST stuff is expected to take into consideration the following terms to propagate 
environmental mainstreaming approach by increasing the multiplier effect of this policy, and 
raising awareness of the relevant organization/representative: 
 

 Putting informational notes on relevant boards located in the office regarding 
environmental measures to be applied.  

 Announcing that CISST Environmental Mainstreaming Working Plan is being 
implemented via the web site and other communication channels of the association, making 
relevant documents easily accessible to other NGOs and institutions willing to take similar 
precautions.  

 Mentioning environmental mainstreaming policy/its relevant terms in event 
announcements, during invitations and activities with brief informational notes.  


