
 

 

 

 

                                                                             CİSST Monitoring Principles  

 
 

 

- All the work is aimed at protecting the human rights and dignity of imprisoned persons. 

- We work to oversee the human rights of not only the prisoners but also of prison staff. 

- CISST operates on the basis of ensuring confidentiality and safety to the prisoners on behalf 

of whom we work. Before we undertake any tasks on their behalf, we ask them what their 

individual limits are and disclose any possible negative or positive outcomes. 

Explanation: The prisoner’s consent is obtained in order to share their information in cases 

where their identity is not kept anonymous such as; for news outlets, to create public opinion, 

to be included in publications and/or to apply for human rights violations on their behalf. In 

cases where communication with the prisoner cannot be established, their legal guardian, 

lawyer or permitted visitiors are contacted. When sharing a prisoner’s information 

anonymously, all information that might be indicative of their identity is to be removed; if this 

is not possible, the information is not to be shared unless approval to do so is granted. 

 

- CISST bases the information taken from prisoners on the declaration of the persons 

collecting the information. Decisions regarding the needs of prisoners are not to be made. 

Explanation: CISST acts in accordance with the statement of the prisoner when applying for 

rights violations applications or making requests for transfers on their behalf. In addition, 

CISST provides the prisoner with supporting information, presents the prisoner’s own 

observations on the application, provides them with information regarding what operations 

can be made and leaves the decision on what is to be done to the prisoner. 

 

- CISST adopts the principle of objectivity in reviewing and reporting cases. The aim is to 

collect information from different sources about cases whether they are reported by CISST or 

informed from other sources. 

Explanation: In case of general imprisonment related applications (in as far as possible) other 

prisoners’ letters are referred to in order to confirm the claims. In cases of alleged violations 

against individuals, human rights applications are used to monitor the case. If more urgent and 

prompt action is necessary, all concerned local actors are contacted. 

In cases of severe rights violations, the allegations may be taken to the public upon obtaining 

the consent of the concerned prisoner. 

 

- In cases of applications where there are anticipated risks of retaliation, CISST periodically 

monitors the prisoner’s status even after the conclusion of the case/application. 

Explanation: If the CISST expert receiving the application believes there is a risk of 

retaliation, either as a result of their own evaluation or due to an indication from the prisoner, 

they will continue to stay in contact with the prisoner by specifying the duration and periods 

between contact.   

This situation of contact and monitoring can be terminated at the request of the prisoner or the 

expert concerned when it is determined that it is no longer necessary. 

In this duration of monitoring, the prisoner’s safety and confidentiality must be ensured and 

communication must be established accordingly. 

 



- CISST acts from a place which ensures both the prisoner’s needs and the CISST expert’s 

psychological state in the duration of their contact and monitoring relationship.  

Explanation: The importance of a lack of a personal and emotional connection between the 

prisoner and experts takes precedence. If either the prisoner or expert is at risk of being 

harmed by this communication process, the expert concerned is replaced and this is disclosed 

to the prisoner. Following that, correspondence is continued with the prisoner on behalf of 

CISST. If the situation persists after these changes are applied, the prisoner may be referred to 

other institutions. 

 

- In every application, CISST operates on the presumption of the innocence of all parties. 

Explanation:  If the information is not based on a finalized court decision, all information 

that is shared is presented as a claim/allegation. 

 

 

 

 


